THE    DUKE    OF     WINDSOR
stitutional crisis, he might have shaken himself free of the
ghosts that haunted him. He might have risen to magnifi-
cence, with the ordeal of battle, or the anxiety of domestic
strife. But he assumed his crown surrounded by old and
comparatively tired men; with a Prime Minister who stood
for the safety and apathy which he could neither respect nor
endure, and with an Archbishop to whom he was hostile.
There were no influential members of his Cabinet of his own
age and experience and, once more, he suffered the penalty
of belonging to the generation that came back from the war.
One has insisted upon the unhappy fact that the King had
no friends; it was also true that there were no contemporaries
in the Government of whom he could make both advisers and
intimates. He quickly showed that he was to be impatient
with the old voices that grumbled against him. The first
three acts of his reign—his flight from Sandringham to Lon-
don, his insistence that the funeral of King George should
be seven days earlier than was usual, and his decision to walk
in the procession—were convincing portents. It was to be a
young man's reign. King Edward would not realise that the
unconventional ways of a popular Prince of Wales, the hurry
and the spontaneity, did not suit a monarch's stride. He
might have imposed them upon his Government over a period
of years, but as it was, he bustled and he failed. Had there
been a violent national distress to inspire him, the King
might have acted differently. It is certain that he would not
have spent so many weeks of his brief reign on holiday, skirt-
ing the Mediterranean and pausing in middle Europe, not to
gather experience which might have helped him to estimate
the voices which were prophesying war at the time, but to
amuse himself in the way his will and fancy had led him.
One other interest might have helped to divert King Ed-
ward from his selfish way. It will never be denied that his
devotion to the poor was sincere and calculated to be of great
benefit, and it was well known that one of the chief objects
of his reign would have been to lift the unemployed and the
wretched from their darkness. Many members of the Gov-
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